
 

 

  

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

 

PRYSMIAN LAUNCHES THE FIRST FIBRE-OPTIC NETWORK WITH 90% RECYCLED PLASTIC AND RECORD 

REDUCED DIAMETER 
 

THE INNOVATIVE SOLUTION — TO BE USED BY KPN IN A PILOT PROJECT — ALLOWS MAJOR 

SAVINGS IN THE USE OF RAW MATERIALS AND REDUCED CAPEX 
 
 

Milan, 15 September, 2020 - Prysmian Group, world leader in the energy and telecom cable systems 

industry, announces its support to the Dutch operator KPN in a pilot project involving a fibre-optic 

network containing 90% recycled plastic. KPN will be the first telecommunications firm in Europe to use 

the new Prysmian cable concept to install connections for its customers. 

 

This sustainable solution uses the Sirocco HD 96f cable, launched by the Group at the beginning of this 

year, and thinner Easenet tubes. With its 4.5-mm diameter cable in a 10-mm sleeve instead of the 

conventional 6-mm cable in a 14-mm sleeve, it guarantees an approximately 50% reduction in the 

volume of plastic used. Thanks to the smaller diameters, a greater length of cable can be supplied on a 

single reel, thus significantly reducing costs in terms of transport, storage, and packaging. 

 

The pilot projects will be developed in the Netherlands, in Buitenpost (Friesland) and Nijmegen. Further 

advantages are expected to emerge during the installation, such as less excavation works required at 

the network concentration points, leading to less soil to be removed and processed. 

 

“This project is yet another demonstration of Prysmian’s commitment to developing innovative and 

sustainable quality broadband networks,” stated Toni Bosch, VP Telecom Solutions at Prysmian Group. 

“With the world’s ever-increasing demand for information, this innovative solution enables the use of 

smaller trenches for new installations, resulting in lower installation costs and the use of less raw 

materials. This provides benefits in terms of both the total cost of network deployment and the 

environmental footprint.” 

 

Approximately 50% less raw materials (plastic or PE) are required for the production of the new cables 

and tubes than for conventional cabling. Beside these direct savings, the new concept offers an indirect 

environmental advantage since over 90% of the tubes are manufactured using high-quality recycled PE. 

This immediately translates into a reduction of the CO2 emissions and ultimately of end-of-life waste. In 

addition, Prysmian expects to achieve a further reduction of CO2 emissions through savings on logistics, 

storage, and packaging materials, which will be evaluated in a real-life test for KPN. 
 
 
 
 
 
Prysmian Group 
Prysmian Group is world leader in the energy and telecom cable systems industry. With almost 140 years of experience, sales 
exceeding €11 billion, about 29,000 employees in over 50 countries and 106 plants, the Group is strongly positioned in high-tech 
markets and offers the widest possible range of products, services, technologies and know-how. It operates in the businesses of 
underground and submarine cables and systems for power transmission and distribution, of special cables for applications in many 
different industries and of medium and low voltage cables for the construction and infrastructure sectors. For the 
telecommunications industry, the Group manufactures cables and accessories for voice, video and data transmission, offering a 
comprehensive range of optical fibres, optical and copper cables and connectivity systems. Prysmian is a public company, listed on 

the Italian Stock Exchange in the FTSE MIB index. 
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