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PRYSMIAN STRENGTHENS ITS SUBMARINE CABLE INSTALLATION CAPABILITY 

 

THE GROUP’S THIRD AND NEWEST VESSEL “ULISSE” NOW READY FOR OPERATION  

 

FIRST PROJECT TO BE EXECUTED IN THE PHILIPPINES 
 
 

 

 

Milan, 29 July 2016 - Prysmian Group, world leader in the energy and telecom cable systems industry, 

announces today the readiness of its new cable lay vessel, named Ulisse, for offshore cable installation 

operations, following an investment of over 20 million Euro. The Group can now rely on a fleet of three 

world class vessels - Giulio Verne, Cable Enterprise and Ulisse - as well as its extensive range of well-proven 

in-house cable protection equipment to provide an extended and strengthened submarine cable installation 

capability. 

 

“Our objective is to have a more comprehensive control of our supply chain by insourcing a greater part of 

the installation work and to further boost the Group’s submarine project execution capabilities with a flexible 

asset that can both transport submarine cables and perform cable lay and burial installation operations in 

shallow waters”, explains Massimo Battaini, Energy Projects Senior Vice President at Prysmian Group. 

“Thanks to this new vessel we can offer an ever wider and more versatile range of installation services, thus 

strengthening our position in a highly strategic sector for the Group”, he added. 

 

Following the purchase from the ship owner EOS, the flat top barge has been converted into a ca. 120 m by 

33 m cable layer at the PaxOcean shipyard in Singapore. Renamed Ulisse, she now has an eight point 

spread mooring system, enabling her to meet the operating requirements even in harsh environmental 

conditions. The vessel will be capable of transporting 7,000 tonnes of cable in a 30 m diameter carousel, and 

can be equipped with a carousel loading pick-up arm and a stern mounted cable chute for loading and 

surface lay operations. 

 

The first project to be executed by Ulisse will be the Negros-Panay connection in the Philippines - awarded in 

December 2014 and worth a total of around Euro 90 million - which comprises the design, supply, 

installation, and commissioning of an HVAC (High Voltage Alternating Current) 230 kV submarine cable 

system, with XLPE insulation, along a 22 km submarine route across the Guimaras Strait. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Prysmian Group 
Prysmian Group is world leader in the energy and telecom cable systems industry. With almost 140 years of experience, sales 
of about €7.5 billion in 2015, over 19,000 employees across 50 countries and 88 plants, the Group is strongly positioned in 
high-tech markets and offers the widest possible range of products, services, technologies and know-how. It operates in the 
businesses of underground and submarine cables and systems for power transmission and distribution, of special cables for 
applications in many different industries and of medium and low voltage cables for the construction and infrastructure sectors. 
For the telecommunications industry, the Group manufactures cables and accessories for voice, video and data transmission, 

offering a comprehensive range of optical fibres, optical and copper cables and connectivity systems. Prysmian is a public 
company, listed on the Italian Stock Exchange in the FTSE MIB index. 
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